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Important Dates:

6 June 2022
Queens Birthday                                            

                                         

                                                        

26 May 2022 Word from the PrincipalWord from the Principal

Tēnā koutou katoa

A big thank you to all those who participated in the recent whānau 
hui – either online or in the face to face meetings earlier this week. 
The staff enjoyed meeting you to discuss your student’s progress 

and we hope you found them useful too. It is important we can work together so 
your student can achieve to the best of their ability.

The Accord Day last week was of great benefit to the staff as we looked at the 
new literacy and numeracy standards and deepened our understanding of 
Mātauranga Māori. 

Pink shirt day is a time for all of us to reflect on the need for kindness, especially in 
these challenging times. It would be good if adults presented good role models 
for our youth, but sadly this is not always the case.  However it is then encouraging 
that incidents of bullying are being brought out into the open more and more, so 
it can then be addressed.  We hope that our students will go into positive work 
cultures in the future as a result.  We do not condone bullying on any level. If your 
student is experiencing bullying at school, please let us know as soon as possible 
– the earlier we know, the easier it is to address.  Please also keep a close eye on 
what your student is doing on social media, as this is often where problems begin.  
Talk to them about appropriate and inappropriate posts and comments.  Social 
media is never a good way to resolve a problem.  Pink shirt day is not about being 
kind for a day or a week – it is a time to remind us of how we should be all the time.  
Doing something nice for someone each day is an easy way for us to remember to 
think about the impact of our actions on others.

“Kindness is a language which the deaf can hear and the blind can see.”

- Mark Twain

A big thank you to Phil Mechen and his team who organised a day last week for 
Year 13 students.  Feedback was very positive from both presenters and students. 

We still have  steady numbers of staff and students testing positive for COVID.  We 
strongly encourage staff and students to wear masks, especially at times when 
there is a big group together and when indoors.  We also ask whānau and visitors 
to our school to wear a mask while you are on site at our School. As we head into 
winter, colds and flu are starting to make their presence felt.  Just a reminder that 
your student must stay home if they are unwell.  If a student is isolating or has a 
mild COVID case, then they are still able to work from their Google classroom but 
if they are unwell, then they need to rest and focus on their health.

Kia pai to rā



Anne Cooper
Principal

Youth Week 7 - 15 MayYouth Week 7 - 15 May

It was great to have Te Ora Hou here on Friday celebrating youth week. Our 
students certainly enjoyed the activities, prizes and sausage sizzle. 

Katrina Sylva, Deputy Principal

WHANGĀREI GIRLS’ HIGH'S VERY OWN PINK SHIRT WHANGĀREI GIRLS’ HIGH'S VERY OWN PINK SHIRT 
DAY - THURSDAY 26TH MAYDAY - THURSDAY 26TH MAY

Students are asked to stand together and wear 
pink shirts to support diversity and stand up 
against bullies.  Whānau activities started last 

week and continue until Thursday.

Huge thanks to Whangarei Pak n Save for pro-
viding the best dressed whanau in each House 

with morning tea next week! And to Kensington 
Countdown for supplying the health committee 

with a huge supply of lollies for a 'guess the lollies 
in the jar'  fundraiser.



InternationalInternational

WE NEED YOUR HELP!

Do you have strengths in reading and writing with a passion for helping tomorrow’s 
women succeed?

We are seeking skilled volunteers to assist our Year 11 – Year 13 students who have 
identified visual difficulties, hearing impairments or learning disabilities to assist as a 

reader/writer for assessments throughout the school year.

This is an amazing and rewarding opportunityto help our students achieve their full 
potential!

Please note that all staff and volunteers interacting directly with students in a sec-
ondary school education setting need to be police vetted.

For more information please contact:
Vinny Ridgway - vinnyridgway@wghs.school.nz or Wendi Andrews - wendiandrews@

wghs.school.nz

Sports DepartmentSports Department

The winter season has now started.  We ask that you please 
start making arrangements for your sports fees.  

We have payment plan options available.  Please call Anita 
in the payments office on (09) 430 4460.

Ashlee Dobbs, Sports Co-ordinator



CAREERS

YOUNG CARERS

WGHS has partnered with the Ministry of Education and Careerforce to look at ways we can 
support our young carers in the Senior School.  Often our young people are not aware they are 
carers as this is an important part of everyday life.  A young carer regularly helps to look after 
someone else who has a health condition, a disability or is elderly.  We recognise that being a 
carer is a big job and can sometimes impact on school responsibilities.  If you think this sounds 
like your student please get them to come and see Kylie in Careers or book an appointment on 
https://kyliewghscareersandtradeacademy.youcanbook.me/.  We would like to know how we 
can support you.

TRADES ACADEMY

Our Trades Academy Students have been really busy this week making up for lost time last term.  
Some of our PAD and Whakairo students have been at NorthTec learning how to weld.  When I 
asked the students how it was, they replied "fiery" and many sparks flew as they learned how to 
join metal.  Our Year 12 Primary Industry students started their fencing course, whilst learning 
the realities of working in the rain.  They will be finishing this course next week.  Finally our Year 
13 Academy students were joined by our Butchery/Bakery students to develop their leadership 
and teamwork skills.  We are excited to see them taking more leadership in their respective 
programmes.

Kylie Taffard
HOD Careers

Processes to follow when a student needs to leave Processes to follow when a student needs to leave 
school before the end of the dayschool before the end of the day

If a student feels sick when she is at school she needs to ask her teacher for a note 
to go to the Student Support Centre; or, go directly to Student Support if it is in 
break time.

The Student Support Centre will contact caregivers to pick up students if necessary 
and ensure they are signed out of school correctly.

If a student has an appointment during school time she needs to take a note to the 
Deans’ Office before school or get her whānau to email absences@wghs.school.nz.

The student needs to collect her leave pass and sign out at the Deans’ Office. 

If you need to collect your daughter/whānau member from school during the 
day, please phone the attendance number 09 4304405 or email absences@wghs.
school.nz to let the school know. Your daughter/whānau member can be collected 
from the Deans’ Office and will need to sign out at the Deans’ Office.

You must be a registered caregiver or a contact on our records to be able to pick 
up a student from school.

Sonya Lockyer, Associate Principal

Art DepartmentArt Department

Artist of Week 1, Anna Jung, 12 
Visual Art

Artist of Week 2, Madison McKay 
Photography



Check out our Facebook Page for photos and regular updates on news and events around the school
https://www.facebook.com/WhangareiGirlsHigh/

School Calendar

25 May 2022                                           
Waikato Uni Trip                              
Midweek Football                        
WPSSA Tournament              
Yr 11 PEDSM WPSSA 
winter

26 May 2022                             
Waikato Uni Trip                          
Gp4 PESM Yr 11Turbo                         
Touch                                           
NSSA Turbo Touch                                     
OED L3 Training Camp

27 May 2022                            
Waikato Uni Trip                 
Yr 12/13 Tourism Trip     

28 May 2022                           
Lions Young Speechmaker

31 May 2022                            
PESM Kiwi Tag        

1 June 2022                            
Midweek Football                              
NSSSA Clay target #3

2 June 2022                           
PESM Kiwi Tag

3 June 2022                              
Butchery/Bakery Meat 
Course

7 June 2022                                    
NSSSA Table Tennis            
PESM Table Tennis  

8 June2022                        
Nga Manu Korero  
OED Yr  10 Overnight                       
Tramp  1                                                                                   
Yr 10 Drama                                              
Midweek football           
PESM Rugby League                
WGHS Cross Country   
Yr11 PESM Cross Country                                                

       

                    LIMITED SPACES Must Book! 
 
Defensive Driving Course  
CLASSROOM June 19th, 21st, 26th, 28th 530-
730PM 
ON ROAD PRACTICAL Sat Jun 25th or Sun Jun 26th   
9am-4pm (individual time to be advised) 
Location: People Potential Campus 17 Keyte Street 
 
The course is designed to develop the skills and 
attitudes of young drivers and provide a six-month 
reduction in the time spent on a Restricted licence. 
Along with a practical coaching / assessment session 
as part of the course, passing the Full licence test will 
be greatly enhanced  
 
This course consists of 8 hours of theory (in four 2 
hour evening sessions twice a week running from 
5:30pm-7:30pm) plus a 1 hour practical drive. The 
“one-on-one” coaching / assessment practical drive is 
by appointment between 9am and 4.00pm on a 
Saturday. Your tutor is a full time Driver Trainer and 
an experienced NZTA approved Driving Instructor & 
“Street Talk” defensive driving course approved 
facilitator.  
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS: - A minimum of a 
LEARNER licence must have been held for at least 4 
months at the start of course. Must have own vehicle 

Payment accepted Direct Debit or Credit Card via  

ONLY $200.00 

Email: WhangareiDTS@gmail.com 

TEXT: 021 0233 0087   Whangarei Driver Training Services 

 

Register and Pay via Google Form Link 

 

Kensington Dental with the Northland DHB/Ministry of Health offers all Girls’ High 
students aged 9 to 18 years free adolescent dental care.

To book in, please phone us at 09 4370043. 
Alternatively you can email us at 
reception@kensingtondental.co.nz 

Free Adolescent Dental Care at Kenisngton Dental!!Free Adolescent Dental Care at Kenisngton Dental!!

UniformUniform

We have had some supply issues with the v-neck woollen jersey, and have also 
received student and whānau feedback that the woollen jersey is not appropriate 
for students with some skin conditions, such as eczema. We have surveyed the 
students as to what they would like to see as an alternative option. 

An affordable alternative to the current woollen jersey could be a v-neck jersey in 
sweatshirt material with our school logo. Unfortunately, sweatshirts are not avail-
able in the same colour as the woollen jersey, but could be supplied in black. This 
sweatshirt would be available at our usual uniform suppliers: Bethells, Uniform Hub 
and The Warehouse and would cost between $45 and $55. Over 90% of the 1,026 
students surveyed were in favour of adding this sweatshirt option to the uniform. 

                          The sweatshirt would
                        look similar to this: 

We are now seeking feedback from you, which we will consider before making a 
final decision on whether or not to add this sweatshirt to be part of our regulation 
uniform . Please let us know your opinion by replying to this email, or by emailing 
directly to katrina.sylva@wghs.school.nz

Students who wish to continue wearing the current regulation jersey may do so 
and the black puffer jackets will also remain part of the regulation uniform. This 
sweatshirt is an extra.


