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Tēnā koutou katoa
The last day of another challenging term is here and I would like
to take this opportunity to wish you all the best for special time
with your whānau over the next two weeks. It has been a hard
term for students and staff with so many struggling to regain full health after
COVID or flu in particular. We thank you for your patience and support when
we needed to roster home again as we struggled to cover all the classes of
absent staff.
We will have some staff changes next term. We have said our farewells to our
beloved librarian, Bernadette Murray, who is swapping the education sector
for the health sector. Bernadette has been the fountain of all knolwedge for
so many of us as she has built the library into an integral part of the school.
We are indebted to Joy Nielsen for helping us out in the Science Department
this year and thank her so much for all her good work.
We are delighted to welcome Suzi Connor to the Science Department. She
will still be in the Careers team and will divide her time between the two and
we are thrilled to have Jenna Verweij fulltime in the Careers department.
We also warmly welcome Ivan Pishief to the English and ESOL Departments.
We are delighted to be planning for the imminent arrival of our first international students since 2020. Three students are coming from Japan, China,
Vietnam and Thailand with more from Spain and Denmark coming in Term
Four. We are also delighted to welcome back Otani High School from Japan,
who are arriving at the end of the first week of term.
There will be timetable changes at the start of next term. Years 9, 10 and 11
all change their option subjects and other classes have teacher and /or room
changes. The changes will be in KAMAR at the start of the second week of the
holidays, so please make sure your student checks their timetable before the
start of term. You can check them through the parent portal or most of the
students have the KAMAR app on their phones or devices.
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Term 3 will begin with a 15 minute whānau class to ensure the students have
their timetables.
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https://www.facebook.com/
WhangareiGirlsHigh/

Anne Cooper
Principal

Readers Cup Win!
On Wednesday 29th June, WGHS hosted the 2022 Northland Readers' Cup
competition, with seven Northland high schools competing. The Whangarei
Girls' High Team of Tayla Bennett, Mariam Chaudhry, Chloe Cotterill, Rosemary
Hoey, and Nicky Wellwood raced out into the lead at the start and stayed there,
winning with a score of 51 - a convincing 10-point win over Kaitaia College
in second place and Kerikeri High in third. The Readers' Cup is a national Year
9 competition in which teams answer quick-fire, difficult questions on six set
books that they have read over the past two terms. Our WGHS team will now
compete in the national competition in October in Auckland.

English Department
The English Department is very sad to be saying goodbye this week to our wonderful school Librarian, Bernadette Murray. We would like to publicly acknowledge the
incredible asset Bernadette has been to our department, and to the wider school.
Bernadette’s work with our junior classes, running reading activities in our booked
Library periods has always been so appreciated. She has a knack for finding suitable
texts for reluctant readers, and she has always been receptive to our recommendations
for texts that might be popular in the Library. We will remember the wonderful Literary Quiz nights, the Readers’ Cup successes, her organisation of many visiting authors,
and her gentle and amenable spirit when the English Department has used the Library
for events such as speech competitions and spelling bees. This quotation from Cicero
sums up Bernadette’s passion for books and her job as a Librarian, “A room without
books is like a body without a soul”. We will miss this erudite soul in our midst, and we
wish Bernadette all the very best in her new role.
Margaret Northey
HOD English

PE Department
Reminder for Juniors to organise your PE gear ready for next term.
Phil Mechen
HOD Physical Education

School Board Elections: Nominations from 15 July
It’s board election time again. Next term we will be electing board members for the
next three years.
Nominations will open for the election of 5 parent representatives to the school
board no later than 15 July. NOTE: This starts during the school holidays.
The returning officer for the triennial board election is Bernardine Vester. She can be
contacted at returningofficer@myschoolelection.nz.
The timetable for the election is:
Main Roll closes: Wednesday 13 July
Call for Nominations: No later than 15 July.
Supplementary Roll closes: Monday 1 August
Nominations close: Wednesday 3 August
If there are more nominations than vacancies, then parents and caregivers will receive an invitation to vote either electronically or by post.
Voting starts: Wednesday 10 August
Election day is September 7.
Voting count: Tuesday 13 September
New board in place: Wednesday 14 September.
Nominations can be made online through an email link provided in the Call for Nominations.
However, a hard copy nomination form can also be obtained from the school office.
If you wish to stand for the board, it is recommended that you provide a candidate
statement and photograph.
The electoral roll will be held at the school and can be viewed during normal school
hours.

WE NEED YOUR HELP!
Do you have strengths in reading and writing with a passion for helping tomorrow’s
women succeed?
We are seeking volunteers to assist our Year 11 – Year 13 students who have identified visual difficulties, hearing impairments or learning disabilities to assist as a
reader/writer for assessments throughout the school year.
This is an amazing and rewarding opportunity to help our students achieve their full
potential!
Please note that all staff and volunteers interacting directly with students in a
secondary school education setting need to be police vetted.
For more information please contact:
Vinny Ridgway - vinny.ridgway@wghs.school.nz or Wendi Andrews - wendi.andrews@wghs.school.nz

Art Department
Stevie Sheehan’s artwork ‘Face It’ made it into the finals for the National
Youth Art Awards. Congratulations Stevie!

Year 12 'Loves me not' programme coming week 4 next term
The primary aim of this programme is
to prevent harm in relationships. The
‘Loves Me Not’ programme was developed by the Sophie Elliott Foundation
along with the New Zealand Police
and members of the Ministry of Social
Development. It is a ‘whole-school
approach’ to prevent abusive behaviour in relationships. The day
workshops for Year 12 run with a staff
member, police officer and a community health provider.
If you are part of a community health
team and would like to be involved
please email lorraine.barton@wghs.
school.nz by week 1 next term.

NEED A PHYSIO? THERE'S ONE AT SCHOOL
BOOK THROUGH THE STUDENT SUPPORT CENTRE

NEED A PHYSIO? THERE'S ONE AT

BOOK THROUGH THE STUDENT SUPP

Processes to follow when a student needs to leave
school before the end of the day
If a student feels sick when she is at school she needs to ask her teacher for a note to
go to the Student Support Centre; or, go directly to Student Support if it is in break
time.
The Student Support Centre will contact caregivers to pick up students if necessary
and ensure they are signed out of school correctly.
If a student has an appointment during school time she needs to take a note to the
Deans’ Office before school or get her whānau to email absences@wghs.school.nz.
The student needs to collect her leave pass and sign out at the Deans’ Office.
If you need to collect your daughter/whānau member from school during the day,
please phone the attendance number 09 4304405 or email absences@wghs.school.
nz to let the school know. Your daughter/whānau member can be collected from the
Deans’ Office and will need to sign out at the Deans’ Office. Please allow at least an
hour for the leave pass.
You must be a registered caregiver or a contact on our records to be able to pick up
a student from school.
Katrina Sylva
Deputy Principal

Parents Supporting Parents
It seems life is very busy for everyone and several factors have meant postponed meetings.
Given current circumstances we will not have any formal meetings. But should you require
just a chat with someone who will understand as a parent then we are here and feel free to
message. Otherwise we will resume when things have settled.
Are you a parent struggling with a child with mental illness? Would you like to connect with
other parents who are living with the same awful struggle?
Our aim is to provide a forum where you can let off steam, knowing that the person/people you
are talking to understand on some level. Whether this is at a group meeting, or in another way
that we can support you, we hope to be able to do that.
Please call Lorraine for more details on 021 166 9764. Join us on Facebook to connect and find
out more information https://www.facebook.com/groups/651665085170218/

School Calendar
School Holidays
11th - 22nd July

TECHNOLOGY DEPARTMENT
Attached are some examples of student work from 9DVC, demonstrating the
3D digital modelling skills and dream room project. In 9PAM & 9TFT we can
see examples of screen printing, design and Inner monsters that showcase the
skills taught through the programme.
Follow us on instagram - https://www.instagram.com/wghstechnology/
Here we share what’s happening in our classrooms, student work, careers &
opportunities
Rebecca Maunder
Head of Technology
9DVC - DESIGN & VISUAL COMMUNICATION

9PAM & TFT

Check out our Facebook Page for photos and regular updates on news and events around the school
https://www.facebook.com/WhangareiGirlsHigh/

