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Important Dates

16 - 17 March 2022
Whanau Hui

14 April 2022
End of Term 1

15 April 2022                      
Good Friday

25 April 2022                     
ANZAC Day

2 May 2022 
Start of Term 2

16 March 2022 Word from the Principal
Tēna koutou katoa

It has been an interesting start to the year with a record number of Year Nine stu-
dents, a total roll of just over 1500 and contending with the increasing numbers 
of  Omicrom amongst both students and staff.

If you come into main reception or ring to speak with one of the PAs, you will 
recognise two new faces or may hear a different voice if you ring. We are thrilled to welcome 
Tania Hopkins and Linzi Morgan into our team. They will be working alongside Marion Haywood 
and the Senior Leadership Team.

I would like to acknowledge the staff and students who have adapted so well to a hybrid way of 
teaching and learning from the start of the year. The students have their work posted online at 
the start of every week, so that if either teacher or student has to suddenly isolate then teaching 
and  learning can continue for those who are well. 

Thank you too, to all of you who have communicated with us so promptly regarding your stu-
dent’s situation. We all need to work together for the benefit of the students and we appreciate 
your co-operation, feedback and support.

Wearing of masks is always challenging, but it is essential to keep each other as safe as possible 
in the current environment. Our students are very good on the whole, but some need reminding 
from time to time to wear them correctly. Please keep supporting your student to wear their 
mask. If they forget it or lose it, they can ask their teacher for another one as there are spare 
masks in every classroom. While the weather is still so warm, we are requiring students to sit 
outside for break times. As they have their masks off to eat and drink, being outside is much safer 
than being inside.

I know many of you will welcome the news that students playing for school teams are now able 
to do so regardless of their vaccination status. Please note that this does not apply to students 
playing for a club where vaccination passes may still apply.

The provisional results for NCEA show an increase on the previous year and all are well ahead of 
national averages. It is again a difficult year to draw any direct comparisons, but we are pleased 
with the trends and results.  Final results are due out shortly and we will share these with you in 
the next newsletter.

Congratulations to Elliott Kippenberger who gained an Outstanding Scholarship in Painting and 
Emelia Gomes and Holly Woolston who both gained History Scholarships. Congratulations must 
also go to their teachers, Rhiannon Jones and Ronny Kuitert respectively. 

Our Head Girl Team, together with their team of prefects have made a great start to the year, 
even though they have already had to cancel and modify many of their original plans. They are 
great role models to show how having resilience is invaluable in enabling us to cope with these 
extraordinary times. They are all currently putting the last touches to their Clubs and Socs videos, 
planning alternative fundraising for Relay for Life, working on a new look Student Council for 
next term and they have some fun activities in the pipeline too to build school and House spirit.

The whanau hui this week is an opportunity for you to connect with your student’s whānau 
teacher. Many students have new whānau teachers as the classes have been restructured into 
junior and senior, so please try to make time to take advantage of this opportunity to discuss 
how your student has settled into their new school year. 

Just a reminder too, that we no longer issue mid and end of year reports. Teachers will comment 
on aspects of your student’s progress throughout the year. You can expect two comments a term 



Kia Ora

My name is Sonya Lockyer and I am changing my role in 2022 to Associate Principal. I will be 
working with the staff on developing our curriculum, assessment and reporting structures. This 
involves work on local curriculum, Matauranga Māori, piloting the new Literacy and Numeracy 
standards, reviewing our timetable structures, developing our pedagogical knowledge to better 
meet the needs of our students and improving our academic tracking and support systems. I am 
visiting classrooms every day and I am able to celebrate and share all the great things that are 
happening in our classes.

Thanks
Sonya Lockyer 

Kia Ora Whānau

Firstly, I have the pleasure of being the Deputy Principal in charge of the new Bell and Manaia 
House Kahui (Collective). We do not have an official name yet for our Kahui and are currently 
having a competition to find a name. My role is to assist the two Deans, Ms Steel and Ms Therkle-
son with running these two houses and assisting with any issues or concerns relating to students 
in these Houses.

and there is no set date for these. It will depend on what the class is doing and sometimes
on your student within the class. We would like you to check the portal regularly for these and 
do not hesitate to let us know if you have any queries or concerns. You are also able to see your 
student’s attendance and I know many of you already check on this.

Please continue to monitor your student’s use of social media. We have already had to ask 
Netsafe to take down some unsavoury sites and we also have students who are tired at school 
because they have not had enough sleep. A reminder too, that the use of phones is not permit-
ted in the classrooms – they can only be used at break times.

Although the majority of students are wearing their uniforms well, there are some who are start-
ing to wear non regulation hoodies and shoes. If there is a genuine reason for this, please send a 
note so your student can be issued with a temporary pass, otherwise they are likely to be asked 
to either remove the non regulation item or to have it confiscated until the end of the day.

The new whānau class structure is working well, with students enjoying the senior and junior 
composition. A group of staff have put in a great deal of time to plan a programme to benefit the 
students. The appointment of a Year 12 and a Year 13 Dean this year is also aimed at better meet-
ing the needs of the respective cohorts. They both held assemblies held last week as assessment 
deadlines start to draw nearer with only five weeks left until the end of this term. 

Please do not hesitate to contact us with any queries, concerns or suggestions. It is important to 
us to work as closely as we can with you and your students. 

Stay safe and be kind to yourselves and others.

He aroha whakatō, he aroha ka puta mai.

If kindness is sown, then kindness is what you shall receive.

Ngā manaakitanga

Anne Cooper
Principal



Tēnā koutou katoa,
 
Ko Mam Tor te maunga,
Ko Don te awa,
Ko Iceni te iwi,
Ko Hūrai te iwi,
Nō Yorkshire ahau,
Ko Katrina Sylva tōku ingoa.
 
It’s both a pleasure and an honour to join Whangārei Girls’ High School this year as Deputy Prin-
cipal, having previously worked at Whangārei Boys’ High School and Dargaville High School. My 
senior leadership responsibilities include the Rutherford and Mansfield Kāhui, Pastoral Care and 
Te Puna Mātauranga (Learning Support), amongst others. I’m passionate about maintaining a 
safe and inclusive school environment with equity of access to learning and success for all. Mā te 
huruhuru, ka rere te manu. Adorn the bird with feathers so that it may fly. My focus is on ensur-
ing that each student is able to find the ‘feathers’ they need to soar to success and meet their 
own aspirations and those of their whānau. 

Ngā mihi
Katrina Sylva

BYOD

As the person in charge of ICT in the school I would like to remind everyone of the following 
points:
• All students need a device - it is essential for learning in the current environment
• We have a hardship scheme to assist whanau in providing a device
• Students must remember to bring their device to school everyday, charged 
• Students unable to attend school should do on-line learning via Google Classroom if they 

are well
• Staff have forward programmes of work entered in Google Classroom
• Remember we have a free school App (from your app store - schoolappsnz WGHS )
• Parent portal log-ons and passwords have been emailed to you

Ngā mihi 
Kevin Dean

Tēna koutou katoa, ngā mihi o te tau hou ki a koutou me tō whānau hoki. Nei rā te mihi aroha 
mai tēnei niwha nō te Hokianga.
Greetings all and welcome back to the new year 2022. My name is Ralph Ruka (new Deputy 
Principal) I am from the Hokianga. 

We are looking at a new direction as Treaty partners at Whangārei Girls’ High School and have 
begun discussions, planning and drafting a new kaupapa for WGHS ‘He Rautaki Kaupapa - Stra-
tegic Intent. What does this mean? We facilitated three workshops last year for the purpose of 
focussing on a commitment to Māori Achievement and success.
The workshops were attended by our Senior Leadership Team, staff, current and past students, 
kaumatua and Kuia and iwi representatives. Our workshops were externally facilitated and re-
sulted in our draft ‘Strategic Intent’ our draft kaupapa for Whangārei Girls’ High School based on 
our visions and principles of Whanaungatanga (Connection), Tūrangawaewae (Empowered by 
place) Kotahitanga (Unity of purpose) and Whakamana ngā wāhine o āpōpō (Empowering our 
women of tomorrow).

We are working on our next steps and will bring our kaupapa out to our communities in due 
course.

Nō reira, e kī ana te kōrero ‘Ko te manu e kai ana te miro, nōna te ngahere, ko te manu e kai ana 
te mātauranga, nōna te ao’ 
The bird that feeds on the miro berry, the forest belongs to them. The bird that feeds on knowl-
edge, the world is theirs. 

Matua Ralph
Deputy Principal



Congratulations to the Head Girls and Prefect teams who are ready with exciting plans and 
activities for 2022.

Head Girls: Suzi Saweirs, Isla Tuato’o

Deputy Head Girls: Sophie Overeem, Tahi Ora Tito

Prefects:
Ocean Bishop-Karanga
Grace Candy
Misha Cates-Sakai
Khushi Chand
Emily Cleary
Demi Crabb
Petra Currie
Claire Donelley

Holly Groves
Rangimarie Harding
Hannah Jansen
Paige Johnson
Kanishka Kumar
Barbara Kuruleca
Hannah Lugtigheid
Jess Martin

Rosie Monckton
Jazmine Murray
Zalina Rule
Anais Schwarz-Hall
Olivia Smith
Madison Stratton
Holly van Blommestein
Maddie Wainwright

Year 9’s get inspired for their future
 
The Whangarei Girls’ High Careers Department was honoured to host 3 successful `Inspiring the 
Futures’ events to introduce our Year 9’s to a range of career opportunities and career journeys.  
At each event we hosted 6-7 role models from a range of careers and our Year 9 students were 
required to ask questions to see if they could guess the jobs held by our role models.  With our 
role models only able to answer yes/no/maybe/sometimes our Year 9 students developed their 
career curiosity, with some guesses being pretty close.  Our role models were then given an 
opportunity to tell the students about their jobs and their career journey that got them there.
 
Some of the cool jobs our role models had were Project Manager, Civil Engineer, Environmental 
Scientist, Real Estate Agent, Sports Coordinator, and Psychologist.  If you have a Year 9 student 
at Whangarei Girls’ High School please ask them about their role models.  
 
We encourage all our students to be career curious by asking friends and whanau about their 
jobs and career pathways. So we ask that you help your student to advance their knowledge of 
career opportunities by tapping into your network of contacts. 
 
We would like to thank all our role models and Te Tai Tokerau E2E group for making the day 
such a success.

  Trades Academy
 

Trades academies are secondary-tertiary programmes 
that provide senior secondary students access to a 
broad range of trades or technology learning opportu-
nities to support their pathway goals.  The programme 
is delivered through partnerships developed between 
schools, tertiary education organisations.  Whanga-
rei Girls’ High School has four academies in school: 
Whakairo, Product and Design, Butcher and Bakery, 
and Primary Industries.   There are many exciting ad-
ventures that are a part of these programmes.  
 
The first adventure for some of the Whakairo and Prod-
uct and Design students attended a five day workshop 
at NorthTec was to make a wooden paddle for a waka 
ama.  During the five days the students designed the 
blade, selected and laminated the timber, joined the 
blades to the shaft and then shaped their paddle using 
a variety of hand tools.  The paddle was then finished 
with Danish oil.  The students enjoyed the learning and 
were very proud of their creations.
Kylie Taffard, HOD Careers

Deans for 2022
• Rowan Dickson - Sheppard
• Nicola Steel - Bell
• Tracey Coooper - Lovelock

• Tracey Therkleson - Manaia
• Natalie Peyton - Mansfield
• Lorraine Barton - Rutherford

• Phillip Mechen - Year 13
• Asheigh Zimmerman - 

Year 12

Do you have strengths in reading and writing with a passion for

helping tomorrow's women succeed?

We are seeking skilled volunteers to assist our year11 – year13

students who have identified visual difficulties, hearing

impairments or learning disabilities to assist as reader/writer for

assessments through out the school year. 

This is an amazing and rewarding opportunity to help our

students achieve their full potential! 

Please note that all staff and volunteers interacting directly with

students in a secondary school education setting need to be

Police vetted and provide proof of their COVID vaccinations and

boosters.

For more information please contact:

Vinny Ridgway - vinny.ridgway@wghs.school.nz

Wendi Andrews - wendi.andrews@wghs.school.nz

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 



English Department

We are thrilled to be back, putting last year’s planning for our courses into action. It is so 
pleasing to see how readily students have settled into their learning in our classes. We welcome 
three new teaching staff this year, and we trust that their time in our kura is both rewarding 
and enjoyable. Welcome to Scott Smith (who has moved to Whangarei from Auckland), Ali 
Higham (moving to us from Tauranga Girls’ College), and Jonny Edwards (moving to the north 
from Christchurch). We are loving our newly upgraded Lamb Block ‘Shakespearean Garden’, a 
wonderful asset in our midst. Congratulations to the 16 students from Years 12 and 13 last year 
who gained an Excellence endorsement in our subject. This is a wonderful achievement! Lastly, 
a gentle plea to return any English Department textbooks that may be lying around on book-
shelves or desks in teenagers’ bedrooms! We would love to get all of our issued books back.

Ngā mihi
Marg Northey, HOD English

Parents Supporting Parents

Next meeting is Thursday 24th March 5pm in the health rooms.  Please call Lorraine for more 
details.



 Results:
Senior Enduro:                  Junior Enduro:
Kyah Young 1st                 3rd Hannah Ewenson
Jodie Wellwood 2nd
Imogen Morris 3rd

Senior XC - Jodie Wellwood 1st
Junior XC – Hannah Ewenson 4th

Mountain Biking Results

On Friday the Northland Secondary School Mountain Biking Champs were held at Waitangi 
MTB park. Whangarei Girls’ High had a team of 4 riders who all did well against their compe-
tition in both the Enduro and Cross Country events. There were a couple of spills and crashes 
throughout the day but the WGHS team did well and rode competitively.

Student Uniform

Please ensure that students are wearing correct uniform. There have been a number of stu-
dents wearing incorrect uniform recently, particularly jumpers. Wearing correct uniform with 
pride is an important part of demonstrating commitment and connection to our kura. As the 
weather gets colder, students may wear a school uniform jumper and/or a plain black puffer 
jacket (like those available from Kathmandu). 

Please contact the school if you are having difficulty getting a correct uniform item or if there 
is a sensory or medical reason for needing a uniform adaptation. We have secured a deal from 
Kathmandu to have Kathmandu jackets (and other items) available at a large discount ($84.99 
for a jacket that usually costs $250) in the last week of the upcoming holidays (Thursday 28th 
April to Monday 2nd May).

Ngā mihi, Katrina Sylva

                                                                                                                            
 

 

Kia Ora Whangarei Girls High School Students, Parents & Staff 

Kathmandu Whangarei is pleased to invite you to an exclusive shopping programme. 

We are offering a one off Community Discount on purchases across the entire range.  

Promotion Information: 
To be held at our Whangarei store from Thursday the 28th of April – Monday the 2nd of May. 

During this event we will offer our guidance and expertise, from important information on 
correctly fitting backpacks, different sleeping bag options, choosing the correct footwear, to 
technical information on clothing and apparel. 

This is an ideal opportunity to learn more about what is needed for your upcoming adventure 
to ensure you will be safe and comfortable. 

How to take advantage of this offer: 
Simply present this flyer at the Kathmandu Whangarei store on the above dates to gain 
access to your community discount. 

Terms & Conditions: 
• Offer only valid at the Kathmandu Whangarei store between 28/4/22 – 2/5/22 
• Purchases are strictly for Whangarei Girls High School Students, Parents & Staff only. 
• Discount offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer or sale/clearance 

discount. 
• The store manager may revoke or restrict this offer at their discretion. 

Kind Regards 

Kathmandu Whangarei Team                                  

KMD Team please use this code to apply discount     

 

Thanks to Kerikeri MTB club, Sport Northland, Waitangi MTB park for a great event and Angela 
Young for taking the team.

Ngā mihi, Lorraine Barton



School Calendar

Many of our school 
sporting events have been 
cancelled due to Covid.

30 March - 8 April 2022
Sea Kayaking (Day Trips)

12 - 13 April 2022
Tai Tokerau Festival (Virtual)

Hillary Outdoors 2021/22

This incredible trip finally went ahead with 
the fourth time it was rearranged.  And it was 
well worth the effort!  40 students, plus 2 staff 
and the most amazing bus driver spent the 
week at Hillary Outdoors at the beginning 
of February this year.  A massive thank you 
to the Hillary scholarship fund for helping to 
bring the costs down, to Zonta club of Hatea 
for fully funding 2 students and to Heather 
from Northland Bus Charters who went above 
and beyond to make the week even more 
fabulous.  The cries all week were ‘we love you 
Heather”.

Below are some short quotes from the 
reflections of several students on the trip.  It 
truly paints a picture of what a fabulous week 
it was and how privileged we were to get 
there.

“What a week that was! There were times 
where it was really scary and challenging, but 
then there were also exhilarating times where 
I felt like I could do anything, like I was flying!

My absolute highlight of the week though, was 
when I went under this huge waterfall! That was 
the most amazing thing I’ve ever done. 

I’d especially like to say thank you to Dylan, my 
instructor, because he really helped me face 
my fears but also made me feel safe and let me 
know that it was ok if I couldn’t do something, 
but to at least try, and so I did.

Hillary made me realize that I am sick of hiding 
from what I hate. That I am sick of letting things 
slip through my fingers. That I am sick of just 
surviving. I could scream with the frustration of 
it. After I came home, I asked my boss for more 
shifts. I stopped eating lunch in the toilets. 
I sent in an application for a BLAKE Inspire 
program.

I really enjoyed Sir Edmund Hillary Outdoor 
Pursuit Centre. I was able to make new friends 
and do awesome activities that I would 
never have the opportunity to do elsewhere, 
like abesilling off Mount Ruapehu or caving 
through Poo Bears Crack.

I made a heap of new friends and tried some 
amazing new things. One of my main highlights 
would have to be the caving because I had 
never done that before and it was awesome 
to see almost a new world and ecosystem 
underground for the brief time that we were 
there. The rest of the week was in one word - 
breathtaking .

For me OPC was a really life changing 
experience and I am so grateful to have been 
able to go on it. When I first signed up for this 
trip I mainly just did it because my friends 
were, and I thought it would be like any old 
school camp. However, I was very wrong. 

The first day was one of my core memories of 
OPC. I had so much fun admiring all the cool 
views from the ridge line and swimming in 
probably one of the most beautiful waterfalls I 
have ever seen.

When I look back on this amazing experience 
I am astonished at how I developed, and 
am glad to call many other girls my friends 
through this trip. I rate OPC a solid 10/10.  

Check out our Facebook Page for photos and regular updates on news and events around the school
https://www.facebook.com/WhangareiGirlsHigh/


