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Tēna koutou katoa

As I said in an earlier newsletter, 
we are restructuring our Senior 
Leadership Team so we can 
better meet the needs of our 
increased roll. I am delighted 

to announce that Sonya Lockyer, currently 
DP, will be Associate Principal from next year 
and Ralph Ruka and Katrina Sylva will join our 
team as Deputy Principals. Ralph is currently 
Head of the  Māori Department and Katrina 
is coming to us from WBHS where she is 
currently Head of Inclusive Learning

We are also restructuring the whānau 
class system for next year so we can tailor 
programmes to meet the needs of students and 
better accommodate the recent roll growth. 
Instead of the current vertical whānau classes, 
the classes will have Years 9 and 10 together 
and then Years 11,12 and 13 together. Each 
junior class will be paired with a senior class  
so they can work closely together.

Our virtual senior academic prize giving took 
place this week and I hope you were able to 
access the link to be able to celebrate your 
student’s success. We were delighted to have 
Year 13 present for the Special Awards so they 
could tautoko each other. Congratulations to 
all the prizewinners and especially to joint 
duxes, Aimee Clemow and Min Jung Kim.  
Although it is an understatement to say it 
has been an unsettling year, for seniors in 
particular, I am proud of the way so many 
have developed new levels of resilience and 
become solutions focused,  making informed 
decisions about now and their futures. 

With the changes to NCEA this year, we know 
that fewer students need to sit examinations 
as they have their required credits and very 
few will be sitting external examinations in 
every subject. However, it is important that 
this is an informed decision for each student. 
Please take the time to go over your student’s 
plan with them so you can also see that they 
will have their required credits.

As I am sure you already know, education 
workers are now required to have received 
their first vaccination shot and must be fully 
vaccinated by 1 January. We can reassure you 
that all our staff and other workers who have 
contact with students are vaccinated.

Just to clarify the situation for parents:
• All parents and other visitors coming 

into the school must come first to Front 
Reception and scan and sign in as per 
current practice. Masks are to be worn.

• Parents, caregivers or volunteers at an 
education outside the classroom (EOTC), 
learning experience outside the classroom 
programme or trip are required to be 
vaccinated as they may have contact with 
students

• Parents / caregivers dropping off, picking 
up students are not required to be 
vaccinated 

• Parents / caregivers attending meetings 
or events on site eg meeting with school 
staff are not required to be vaccinated

• General public using school facilities after 
hours are not required to be vaccinated

We are still erring on the side of cuation so as 
to keep our students and staff as safe as we 
can. Measures we are taking include: Visitors 
are asked to wear masks when inside school 
buildings, we have limited large events,  have 
no whole school events are keeping outside 
visitors onsite to the minimum, physical 
distancing is practised where practicable, more 
meetings are being held via Google Meets, 
rooms are well ventilated, hand sanitiser is 
available, its use encouraged and anyone who 
is unwell is not to be at school.

Thank you to the hundreds of you who 
have sent in information re your student’s 
vaccination status. This information is kept 
securely and will not be shared with any 
unauthorised people. If you have not already 
responded to the email, please could you do so 
as soon as possible. We will resend the email 
as a reminder but please ignore it if you have 
already sent your information in. If you are 
experiencing any difficulties with accessing 
the email, please email office@wghs.school or 
ring Marion Haywood on 430 4411.

Congratulations to two of our art students 
and their teachers on their exciting recent 
successes:

Alice Stevenson won the Fine Art category 
of the Whitecliffe College Art and Design 
Vanguard Award for 2021. One of the 
works she entered as part of her portfolio 
has since been exhibited and sold at Megan 
Dickinson Gallery as part of the WGHS Year 
13 ‘Emerge’ Exhibition. Her prize is half price 
fees to complete a Bachelor of Fine Arts 
with Whitecliffe and $1000 to WGHS Art 
Department.
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Important Dates

24 November 2021
Y11 Ra Whakanauia - 
Subject Awards
25 November 2021
Y11 Ra Whakanauia - 
Special Awards & Y11 
Last Day
30 November 2021
Accord Teacher Only Day
14 December 2021
Jnr Celebration and Last 
Day

Date Word from the Principal



School Calendar

November

19 11OED Whangaruru 1

22 11PEDSM to Matarau
 NCEA Exams

23 NCEA Exams

24 11SCIFM Reotahi trip
 NCEA Exams

Y11 Ra Whakanuia - 
Subject Awards

25 9PRI Bream Head
 NCEA Exams
 Last day for Year 11

Y11 Ra Whakanuia - 
Special Awards

26 11PAD Day Workshop
 NCEA Exams

29 NCEA Exams

30 NCEA Exams
Accord Teacher Only Day

December

1 10DOE Qualifying Tramp
 NCEA Exams

2 10DOE Qualifying Tramp
 Y10 Switch Market Day
 NCEA Exams

3 - 14 NCEA Exams

14 Last day for Juniors

Junior Celebration

Check out our Facebook Page for photos and regular updates on news and events around the school
https://www.facebook.com/WhangareiGirlsHigh/

PTA Second Hand 
Uniform Sale

Our PTA will once again 
be holding a second hand 
uniform sale for the start 
of the 2022 school year.  
EftPOS will be available.

When: 19 Jan 2022 
from 4:30 - 6:00pm

Where: WGHS Canteen.

Gumboot Friday 
A big huge thank you to EVERYBODY who contributed in some way to raising funds and 
awareness for a much needed cause.  

A special thanks to the local businesses and families who provided prizes for the day. These 
were Whangarei Pak n Save, Whangarei Aquatic Centre, Nicci at Studio 51 and the Halse family.  
Along with the mufti day funds, we also ran a gumboot throwing competition (won by Ruby 
Amos-Stacey), guess the lollies in the gumboots, decorate your gumboots competition and a 
special performance of the ‘gumboot dance’ from the year 12 crew.  This is the second ‘Gumboot 
Friday’ of 2021 given the huge demand there is for youth counselling. Every cent of money 
raised on gumboot Friday goes towards this and anyone can access services across the whole 
of Aotearoa. 

The thought behind Gumboot Friday relates metaphorically to people struggling with depression, 
that can be like walking through heavy mud every single day.  For accessing free counselling for 
young people under 25 please visit https://www.gumbootfriday.org.nz/get-a-counsellor

Thanks so much again for the huge efforts and well done to the health committee at WGHS for 
pulling this together.

She is also the recipient of an award from Toro 
Mai Trust who worked with Megan Dickinson 
Gallery. This award gives Alice $1000 towards 
her future art career.

Tia Martin has had her work selected for the 
Ringa Toi exhibition, organised by NZQA. This 
is an annual exhibition that showcases the 
art work of secondary school students with a 
Focus on Toi Māori.

Congratulations to to the students for their 
overwhelming generosity during the recent 

Donations Week and congratulations to 
the Head Girl team for their outstanding 
organisation resulting in providing tangible  
support for Soul Food, SPCA and Women’s 
Refuge, who were most grateful and 
appreciative.

Stay safe
Be kind

Ngā manaakitanga

Anne Cooper
Principal

NCEA 2021
Northland students will be able to receive an ‘Unexpected Event Grade’ for the end of year 
NCEA exams. These grades (derived grades) are based on the school exam grades for each 
standard and other evidence of the students’ learning. All these grades have undergone a quality 
assurance process to make sure that they are fair and are based on the standards being assessed. 
This is because our students were not able to return to school at the start of Term 4.

Where possible, students will be expected to attend exams. However, for students in Northland, 
NZQA will calculate a student’s final grade based on whichever is higher- the ‘Unexpected Event 
Grade’ (derived grade) or the grade earned in the exam. If the student does not sit the exam, they 
receive the ‘Unexpected Event Grade’ (derived grade) supplied by the school.

NCEA exams will go ahead in Covid Levels 1, 2 and 3. If we are in Level 3 all students will need 
to wear a mask.

Our NCEA Level 2 and 3 students also have revised criteria for the NCEA awards:
• Level 2 and 3 students receive one learning recognition credit for every 5 credits achieved 

in 2021, up to a maximum of 8 extra credits.
• Level 2 and 3 students will need 46 credits at Merit or Excellence level for NCEA endorsed 

with Merit or Excellence.
• Level 2 and 3 students will need 12 credits at Achieved or Merit or Excellence level to gain 

a Course Endorsement.
• Level 3 students will need to gain 12 credits in each of three UE approved subjects, NCEA 

Level 3 and UE Literacy and Level 1 Numeracy to gain University Entrance.

If you have any questions please feel free to email me sonya.lockyer@wghs.school.nz

Sonya Lockyer
Deputy Principal


