
 

September  2018 

Winter Sports Tournament Week—Federation Cup 
Helene Herzog keeps the ball in play for WGHS 1st XI Hockey Team against 
St Margaret’s play off for 7th and 8th place. 



 

Dear Parents/Caregivers 
 
Tēna koutou katoa 
 

Wiki whakamutunga ko 

wiki o Te Reo Maori – 

last week was Maori 

Language week and it 

seemed to catch the heart of the nation 

like never before. It was no exception for 

our school as our Maori Department, led 

by HOD, Ringi Hohepa and kaiako Maori, 

Moana-Aroha Henry, organised the first 

ever hikoi to be held in Whangarei to 

mark this important week in our calendar. 

As the students proudly led the way from 

Whangarei Library to the Cameron Street 

Mall and then on to the Canopy Bridge. 

with their banner carrying the theme “Kia 

kaha te Reo Māori”, - keep the Maori lan-

guage strong, the numbers behind them 

swelled to 3000 people from all over 

Northland. They are to be congratulated 

on their great initiative and outstanding 

organisation as it turned into a major lo-

gistical challenge as the numbers contin-

ued to grow. We are grateful for the sup-

port and sponsorship we received from 

the police, Te Ora Hou, Wananga o Aotea-

roa and Te Kapua Whetu so the marchers 

could proceed safely on closed roads and 

enjoy free sausages at the Canopy Bridge. 

It was an added bonus to win Maori Tele-

vision’s Reo Town Trophy as Whangarei 

was the city with the most kupu – people 

being able to give a word in Māori. Huge 

thanks and congratulations to the staff 

and students in our Māori Department for 

their superb organisation and outstanding 

success. The response and feedback has 

been so positive – it obviously struck a 

chord with thousands! 

 

It feels good to be back after the trip of a 

lifetime which seemed so long and flew by 

so quickly. Schools throughout the UK 

made me feel so welcome and I thorough-

ly enjoyed seeing brand new schools with 

a wide range of designs, along with very tradi-

tional schools – big city and rural, single sex and 

co-ed. We are all facing the same challenges, 

trying to achieve the same things for our stu-

dents and are all at varying points along the jour-

ney. Our curriculum is one of the best in the 

world, with all the flexibility we could possibly 

ask for, especially if we focus on the front pages 

with the vision, principles, key competencies and 

values. Other countries are having to legislate to 

change their curriculum to achieve what we can 

already do. Health and well-being, especially 

mental health, ae at the top for schools all over 

the world and there is a variety of responses to 

this. Wales is currently a pilot with 120 schools 

to trial a new curriculum which includes: key 

stages being axed, no formal exams before 

GCSES, pupil assessment will be more informal, 

no changes to A levels and more emphasis on 

health and wellbeing. As a generalisation there is 

less emphasis on technology than in NZ schools. 

There is a strong emphasis on vocational path-

ways with all schools required to have a work-

place component and all schools have to have 

‘Safeguarding’ policies and procedures in place 

so that someone knows about every student, 

even when they change schools. Teacher short-

ages are the same everywhere and more chal-

lenging behaviours being faced was another 

common theme.  

 

The Leadership course at Harvard University was 

the highlight of my time away. There were 160 

principals, directors and superintendents from 

all over the world and as in the UK, the challeng-

es and areas of focus were all the same. We had 

an inspiring line-up of world leading educators 

and researchers and covered a wide range of 

topics including strategy, changing culture, fami-

ly-school partnerships, leadership, universal de-

sign for learning, going from the system to the 

classroom and so much more. I am still in the 

process of pulling it all together.  

 

We enjoyed the sightseeing immensely as we 

visited the beautiful Geek Islands, Croatia, Bos-

nia and Italy. We experienced temperatures of 

up to forty degrees in any places –it would be 



 

hard for anyone to ignore climate change as 

these counties move from severe and damag-

ing winter storms to heat waves and droughts 

and huge fires burning hopelessly out of con-

trol for weeks. NZ firefighters were men-

tioned in the news and their help was enor-

mously appreciated. The Yosemites State Park 

was closed the day before we were due to go 

hiking there and was not open by the time we 

returned home. 

I am so much richer for taking this trip and am 

deeply indebted to the Woolf Fisher Trust, 

our Board of Trustees and Kevin Dean and 

other staff who did a wonderful job of leading 

the school in my absence. 

It was exciting to return to the wonderful 

Dance Concerts where the performances of 

the students never cease to amaze me – from 

the thought provoking performances of the 

senior students to the slick, well performed 

group dances of the junior school – everyone 

carried out their part superbly to make for a 

week of standout Dance. Huge thanks to the 

talented Dance teachers for another impres-

sive showcase of Dance.  

 

They were followed closely by the Science Fair 

where our students gained an impressive ar-

ray of awards, including a trip to Otago Uni-

versity. 

 

Tournament week is always a highlight on the 

school calendar and we had teams travelling 

far and wide. However, we were spoilt this 

yea rto have the exciting Federation Cup 

hockey up here in Whangarei. It was exciting, 

nail biting hockey with nothing between the 

top eight teams. Congratulations to our 1st X1 

who are the seventh best team in NZ! The 

other teams also enjoyed successful tourna-

ments with 2nd X1 hockey finishing in third 

place and our netball team having a great 

week earning themselves a spot in the covet-

ed A grade competition for 2019. The 1st X1 

football are now competing in the Premier 

tournament and have maintained their place 

again for next year. We are very proud of all 

our teams and would like to thank all the 

coaches and managers who gave so gener-

ously of their time and expertise to give 

these teams the opportunity to compete 

and shine in their respective sports codes. 

 

The Year 9 students will shortly be selecting 

their option choices for Term 4 from an ex-

citing line up. They will be taking the skills 

they have acquired in the nine options they 

studies over the first three terms and apply-

ing them to project based contexts. Each 

student will be choosing three courses to 

complete next term. 

 

Applications for Head and Deputy Head Girls 

and prefects are now open and students are 

invited to apply for these positions. The in-

formation has been emailed to all Year 12 

students. If your daughter has leadership 

ability or potential and the qualities we are 

looking for, please talk with her about 

putting herself for these positions. As they 

are nearing the end of their secondary edu-

cation, it is important they recognise their 

capabilities and talents and put them them-

selves forward to make the most of their 

opportunities. It is also important to discuss 

with her how she can continue to develop 

her leadership ability if she is not successful 

as every year we have more worthy appli-

cants than there are positions but there are 

many other leadership roles in the school 

too. I do need to emphasise that becoming a 

prefect is not a reward for being a good stu-

dent. We do greatly value all those qualities 

but are looking for the leadership factor. 

The night before I left to go overseas, I was 

interviewed along with Craig McKernan, 

Principal of St Francis Xavier School, to co-

lead our Kāhui Ako. We have been appoint-

ed to this joint role from the beginning of 

this term. We are looking at ‘wellbeing’ be-

ing the achievement challenge that all the 

schools in the five Kāhui Ako will focus on 

and in addition to that Craig and I are in the 

process of consulting with our Kāhui Ako on 

including STEAM (Science, Technology, Engi-

neering, Arts and Maths) oral and written 



 

Anne Cooper 
 Principal 

Eco Wave... 
A Young Enterprise 
Business 
 
Eco Wave is a Young En-
terprise business made 
up of four passionate stu-
dents who attend Whan-
garei Girls’ High School and encourage the 
reduction of single use plastic bags. We have 
noticed that customers often forget their re-
usable bags which results in them using single 
use plastic. We here at Eco Wave have creat-
ed a product Eco Chain, a keychain compart-
ment which stores a reusable bag. This prod-
uct aims to reduce the single use of plastic 
and offers users a convenient, practical and a 
sustainable alternative to plastic. Join us on 
our mission to reduce single use plastic by 
purchasing your Eco Chain at a selling price of 
$8 online, at local markets and through our 
social media accounts. Pre orders are also 
available at a price of $8, however, the ship-
ping/handling will be at the customer’s own 
expense. Contact us now for more details and 
enquiries:  
Email eco.wavee@gmail.com  
Instagram: @Eco.wavee  
Facebook: @EcoWave  
 
The Eco Wave Team  

Poetry Success!  

Jessica Parrish from Year 10 has been highly 
commended in the NZ Poetry Society’s inter-
national poetry competition.  Her work will be 
published alongside well-known writers in the 
annual New Zealand Poetry Society antholo-
gy. This is a remarkable success for such a 
young writer and a copy of the anthology will 
be available in the WGHS school library after 
November this year  

Parent/Caregiver Contact Information 
 
If you have had a change of address or email recently, please remember to let us know.  A lot of 
school information is communicated out to parents and whānau through email or our school app.  
Any changes to your contact details (or if you’re unsure whether we have your correct details) can 
be emailed to office@wghs.school.nz or phone (09) 430 4460. 

language in our challenges. The other schools 

in our group are: Maungatapere, Matarau, 

Ngunguru, Parua Bay and Pompallier Catholic 

College. We also have Early Childcare Cen-

tres: Best Start Regent Kindy, Comrie Park 

Kindergarten, Kensington Educare, Manaia 

Kindergarten, Parua Bay Childcare, Parua Bay 

Playcentre, St John’s Progressive Childcare 

and Tutukaka Coast Playcentre. 

 

The year is running out quickly, with Prize 

Giving early next term and there will also be 

another half day soon after that for staff pro-

fessional development. The date in mid-

November has yet to be confirmed but will be 

communicated as soon as we know. 

 

All the best for a safe and happy holiday. 

 

Ngā mihi nui 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Science Corner 

BEAMS 2018 – 1 day at Auckland University 

aimed at Year 10 Maori and Pacific students. 

If you are interested then talk to your Science 

teacher 

Science Summer Camp Applications are open for 
the following AWESOME EXPERIENCES: 
UC Science Summer Camp 2019 Christchurch: 
Open to New Zealand Year 11 students, going into 
Year 12 in 2019 and interested in studying science. 
Summer camp link applications close 14th Septem-
ber 

Rotary National Science & Technology Forum Janu-
ary 2019: The Forum is for Year 12 Students who 
have demonstrated a special ability in Science, 
Mathematics and Technology subjects. 
https://www.facebook.com/rotarynzsci.techforum/ 
applications close 12th October 
Talk to your science teacher or speak to Ms. 
Scourfield if you require further information. 

KIWI Science Competition 
 
The following students entered the Universi-
ty of Canterbury Science Competition and 
have been awarded certificates for their 
efforts;  Megan Middlemass, Caitlin Guest 
and Jessica Martin. 

Central Northland Science & Technology Fair 2018 
category winners pictured below 

This year, 6 students from our school took part in the 2018 Central Northland Science and Technology 

Fair: Brianna Powell, Sophie Overeem, Chloe Overeem, Min Jung Kim, Gemma McRae and Emma Yorke 

(left to right). They all achieved very high standards and each received an award. Brianna Powell was the 

Winner for the Best Year 9 Research with a cash prize of $50. She was also Highly Commended for the 

Farmland’s Central Northland Research Award. Sophie Overeem was the Winner of the Best Year 9 Inves-

tigation, Best Year 9 Exhibit and the Health and Wellness Award. Altogether she won a cash prize of $350. 

Chloe Overeem was Highly Commended for the Best Year 10-11 Technology and the Lighthouse Naval 

Architects Innovative Design Award. Chloe received a cash prize of $50. Min Jung Kim received the Best 

Year 10-11 Research alongside Gemma McRae who won the Best Year 10-11 Investigation award. Min 

Jung and Gemma each won a cash prize of $100. Emma Yorke was awarded Highly Commended for the 

Best Year 10-11 Investigation which came with a cash prize of $50. Emma was also very lucky to be 

awarded the Otago University Hands On Science Award which came with a Canon camera and a weeklong 

trip to the Otago University Summer School. Well done everyone. 

https://www.canterbury.ac.nz/science/outreach/summer-camp/
https://www.facebook.com/rotarynzsci.techforum/


 

14 Students from the Y12 Agriculture and Y13 En-

vironmental Biology classes recently attended a 

training course for pest management run by the 

Northland Regional Council at the Tangihua Lodge 

for the high schools in the area. During this time 

they learnt about the different pests that have a 

significant impact on our native bush and wildlife, 

such as possums, mustelids and wild cats. The stu-

dents participated in a two day training course 

where they learnt the types of traps best suited to 

catch them and how to set, bait and clear those 

traps. They also learnt how to pluck a possum by 

hand, with a machine and how to skin a possum. 

The students heard first hand information from 

industry professionals about the impact of these 

pests, and the types of careers associated with 

protecting our native flora and fauna. The stu-

dents returned after practising for a number of 

weeks for a final assessment day where they 

demonstrated the skills they had learnt. Some of 

the girls won prizes for their outstanding skills on 

the assessment day! 

Jessie learning to set a raised trap 

Ngaparani 

plucking the fur 

off a possum  

Ngaparani and Sahara setting a trap Brooke skinning a possum 

Study is a part of 
learning about pest 
management 

Dani setting 

a trap 

Pest Management Course 



 

What a busy few months we have had in the 
International Department!  
 
Whangarei Girls’ High School welcomed two 
visiting Japanese groups.  Eleven students 
from Otani High School and thirty students 
from Wakayama Shinai Junior High School 
and High School. 
 
Both groups had an amazing time and loved 
being immersed in our school and our Kiwi 
culture.  The WGHS students did such an awe-
some job at welcoming our guests to the 
school and sharing their classrooms and 
lunchtimes (and Instagram accounts!). 
 
We sadly said farewell to eleven of our long 
term International Students but happily wel-
comed Maike, Josie, Maria, Johanna, Luisa, 
Saya, Laura, Emily, Maja and Ela—our new 
international students.  These girls have come 
from a range of countries including Spain, 
Germany and Japan.  We also welcomed Mi-
chela, an exchange student from Italy.  These 
students will be here between eight weeks 
and a whole year!  All students are living with 
local families and experiencing life as Kiwi 
girls. 
 
Tahuti mai manuhiri! 
 
Amelia Morrison 
International Student Manager 

International Department NZ Fashion Week 2018 
 
On the 2nd September a group of senior TFT 
students travelled to Auckland to be immersed 
in the world of fashion.  They had a day full of 
shopping at the designer sale, testing products 
and gathering as many free samples as they 
could.  They were also front row for the Resene 
designer runway show.  This show features 
work from a NZ fashion academy working with 
Resene to create dynamic outfits using their 
seasons’ colours.  This was followed by key 
looks from all of the contributing designers.  
This was a great chance for the girls to see gar-
ments in motion, but the highlight for them 
was their goody bags, full of products from the 
key sponsors. 
 
The next date on the fashion calendar for us is 
the Bernina Fashion Awards. This is a major 
event for the students to showcase their work 
in a highly competitive event.  In the past we 
have been very successful, bringing home a 
wide range of prizes.  This year the show has 
moved to the ASB stadium and is on Saturday 
6th October.  What I have seen of the students’ 
products so far has me excited for a vibrant 
and dynamic show.  Tickets sold out last year, 
so get in quick! 
 
Rachael Pedersen 
TiC Textiles & Fashion Technology 



 

Careers Department 
 
Career Exploration at Year 10 
Year 10 students have been looking at careers 
in their ‘World of Work’ Social Studies topic 
this term,  where they identify key attributes 
about themselves and link these to job ideas 
using the wide variety of job profiles on 
www.careers.govt.nz 
 
This year we have introduced the Career Cen-
tral careers site and so these students have 
also had the opportunity to input their career 
ideas onto this programme for future refer-
ence.  
 
This is essentially their first step in career plan-
ning. They will have the chance to input and 
modify their ideas each year, and this will be 
valuable information for the careers team to 
be able to access for careers related courses, 
activities and speakers and also for the stu-
dents themselves, when in their senior years 
they begin to firm up career ideas. 
 
Career Planning at Year 12 
By now the majority of Yr 12 students have 
had the opportunity to have a careers inter-
view and discuss their ideas, or with support, 
develop some ideas for their future.  
If your daughter has not been called for an 
interview for some reason, she can visit the 
careers centre to make an appointment or 
email shirley.crosby@wghs.school.nz 
 
Senior Student Support 
At this time of year our senior students are in 
the middle of making some big decisions for 
themselves in terms of their futures beyond 
school. We are working with them to help 
them gain some clarity around their next 
steps, so that they can leave with a plan, re-
gardless of what they are thinking of doing. 
 

Time Management 
We recognise that students have busy lives, 
with a wide variety of activities and commit-
ments outside of school. Sometimes it is just a 
matter of learning the skill of organising them-
selves, which in turn can reduce a lot of their 
stress.  

A number of students from Year 11-13 have 
been accessing time management support 
through the career centre. This is offered eve-
ry year in readiness for practice and actual 
NCEA exams and we have had a large uptake 
of students wanting this support this year. 
 

If your daughter is needing help with manag-
ing her time for homework or exam study 
preparation, please get her to come and ask 
for help at the careers centre, or email 
shirley.crosby@wghs.school.nz 
 

There are a variety of options for those stu-
dents who are leaving school: 
 

If your daughter has no idea what she will be 
doing at the end of this year: 
Students are invited to see a member of the 
careers team in the careers centre if they 
have no idea what they are doing beyond 
school this year. There is always someone 
available at the careers centre at interval 
where they can chat to someone there or 
make an appointment.    
If your daughter needs support with training 
or course options: 
Ms Innes (Deans Room) and Loren Kerr 
(Career Centre) are able to see students who 
want more specific careers support – for in-
stance what kind of training they can do, 
scholarship information and tertiary or univer-
sity application support. 
 

Course planning support is being offered right 
now – students who are thinking of going to 
university can put their names down with Lor-
en Kerr at the Careers Centre. The tertiary 
providers will be coming in shortly to help stu-
dents with these decisions. All these details 
are in the daily notices for students. 
 

Financial support 
Senior students can access the Generosity or 
Money Hub sites at school for information on 
what funding and scholarships are available to 
them.  
 
All scholarship information is advised in the 
notices as it arrives in school and application 
forms are available at the Careers Centre. 



 

Some general information: 
If your daughter is planning to enter work or 
work experience: 
For students who are deciding to go straight into 
work as a first option – CV and interview infor-
mation, and resources to support this, are pro-
vided at the Careers Centre.  
 

Students can access a CV template on the ‘N’ 
drive or at the careers centre. 
 

Some students may decide to re-enter training 
at a later date, others will discover that career 
pathways can continue while they are working. 
 

Until students find paid work, they can get vol-
unteer work or help out in the community: work 
experience contributes to a person’s employa-
bility and keeps skills (such as time manage-
ment) current. It also helps to maintain a feeling 
of self worth during this time of transition. 
 

If your daughter needs support with any of the 
above information she can arrange to see any-
one from the careers team – all advice and infor-
mation is available through the Careers Centre. 
 

Careers Team 

CityLink/Snapper  
Smartcards 
 
Make sure you use any credit 
before the end of term! 
 
Changes to the CityLink bus ticket system mean 
existing Snapper cards—and all credit on them—
must be used by the end of Term 3 (Friday 28th 
September). 
 
Snapper card will no longer work from Monday 1 
October and unused credit can’t be refunded. 
 
From October, CityLink fares will be cheaper (and 
cash only) until a new Smartcard system is intro-
duced early next year. 
 
Interim fares will be $2 per adult and $1 per child/
high school student , in uniform or with a second-
ary school ID.  Please note , no uniform or ID, no $1 
fare. 
 
More information, including updated timetables, 
new and improved routes and other changes will 
be available shortly on buses and the CityLink web-
site:  www.citylinkwhangarei.co.nz 

HAVE A GO.. MAKE A SHORT MOVIE 
 
Entries are invited for the 2018 Northland Short 
Film Competition.  There are two main catego-
ries  FICTION and NON FICTION.  There are two 
main divisions OPEN and SCHOOL AGE with a 
Special Division for PRIMARY SCHOOL  AGE chil-
dren. 
 
The overall Prize Money is $3000 
Entries Close on 30 September 2018 
NO entry fee 
All entries MUST be on the official entry form 
 
Further information available from the ANZAC 
Theatre:   
Phone 09 439 8997 or 027 441 9924 
www.anzacthetre.co.nz  
email admin@anzactheatre.co.nz  or  
jacobap@xtra.co.nz  

Want to play cricket for your local 
club?  

 
Kamo Junior Cricket  

registrations are now open  
Register online: www.sporty.co.nz/kamocricket 
 
 Existing and new junior members  
 (Years 1-10) girls and boys 
 Professional coaching provided for all 

grades  
 New division 1 grade catering for Years  
 9-10 
A great way to enjoy the sunshine and make new 
friends! GO KAMO!  
 
All registrations must be completed by 28th Sep  
 
All enquires to kamojuniorcricket@gmail.com  
Jodi Stoddart - 027 2046 706  



 

SCHOOL CALENDAR 
 
Sep 
18 NSSSA Volleyball Yr 7-9 girls 
 MCAT Level 1 
 International students trip 
19 12 Commerce trip 
 Anne Frank Exhibition—Kiwi House 
 International students trip 
20 NSSSA 7s Open & U15 girls 
 ASS Rogaine Championships 
21 13 OED trip 
 12 HOS trip 
 9PRI trip 
 Sport and Cultural photos 
23 NISS Snowboarding 
 
24 9PRI trip 
25 11 OED trip 
26 11 DRA show 
 Prefect applications close 4pm 
 Whanau Hui 
27 NSSSA 7s Open & U15 girls—pp 
 RSA Speech competition 
28 Head Girl applications close 4pm 
 End of Term 3 
30 New Caledonia trip 
Oct 
8 NZSS Surfing 
 
15 Start of Term 4 
16 13 OED trip 
 Prefect voting opens 
17 WGHS Sports Awards 
 13BIO trip 
18 WGHS Cultural Awards 
19 13ENG Seminar Day 
 YES Regional Awards 
 Prefect voting closes 4pm 
23 12OED course 
24 Whole School Assembly 
 Head Girl voting opens to students 
25 ASB NSS Sports Awards 
 11 OED trip 
26 NSSSA Touch Year 9 & 10 
 Mufti Day—rescue helicopter 
27 11/12HOS trip 
 
30 JSS Girls Cricket 
31 WGHS Senior Prizegiving  
Nov 
1 NSSSA Badminton teams Yr 9 & 10 
2 Junior Speech competition 
 12ENT trip 
 Head Girl voting closes 4pm 

Drama Department 
 
We are having a great time rehearsing the 
Year 11 production of… 
 

‘Wheeler’s Luck’ – A truly hilarious 
kiwi comedy! 
 

...So come along and enjoy a fabulous night 

of fun filled theatre 
 
When:  Wed 26th & Thu 27th Sep 
Time:     7pm  
Where:  WGHS Studio Theatre  
  (in the English block) 
Price:   Adults $7.00     
  Students $5.00  
  (Door sales only) 

Parents Supporting Parents 
Meeting 

 
Are you a parent struggling with a child with 
mental illness? 
 
Would you like to connect with other par-
ents who are living with the same awful 
struggle? 

 
When:  Thu 20th Sep 

Time:    5:00pm 
Where:  WGHS Student Support Centre 

 
Join us on Facebook to connect and find out 
more about  
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/651665085170218/ 

7 NCEA Exams & Scholarships 
8 NSSSA Renegade Hockey 
 Snr TFT trip 
9 NISS ARC 
 
12 Year 10 Camp to 16th Nov 
13 NSSSA Volleyball Yr 9 & 10 finals 
14 10DRA show 
16 Orientation Day 
 
19 Year 10 Camp to 23rd Nov 
20 NSSSA Volleyball Yr 9 & 10 finals 
21 NSSSA Tennis Yr 9 & 10 doubles 


