February 2018

WGHS 2018 Prefects

Dear Parents/Caregivers
Tēna koutou katoa

Welcome to 2018 at
Whangarei Girls’ High
School. It is incredible to
think we are already in Week 3 with an
exceptionally busy start to the year.
We are thrilled to have our new Manawa
Ora classroom block completed on schedule. We had a dawn blessing ceremony by
Te Warihi Hetaraka on 1 February and it
was special to have ex-Head Girl, Justice
Hetaraka, there along with the current
Head Girls as this has indeed been a long
awaited project.
We are delighted to welcome our new students and staff to Whangarei Girls’ High
School this year. Along with 380 new students, including international students
from Germany, Japan, Czech Republic,
New Caledonia,, Austria, China and the
Netherlands we are also privileged to welcome a high calibre of new teaching staff
and look forward to all that our new students and staff bring to our school community.
The new staff are:
Hama Ambler – Physical Education and
Health; Outdoor Education
Lorraine Barton – Health and Physical Education
Sharn Coates – RTLB
Natasha Hammer – Science – Chemistry
and Physics
Ngaire Hart – Science – Environmental
Moana-Aroha Henry – Te Reo Maori
Ringi Hohepa – HOD Maori
Katrina Hutton – HOD Mathematics; Mansfield House Dean
Tania Mcdonald – RTLB
Rini Mataara – Guidance Counsellor
Marla-Jane Osborne – Science and Mathematics
Tina Pedersen – RTLB
Vincent Ridgeway – RTLB
Ben Smedley – Outdoor Education

We also announced our Head Girl Team at the
whole school assembly which they then took
over and ran superbly. Together with their team
of prefects they have some exciting ideas for this
year which will further enhance the school.
Congratulations to the Head Girl and Prefect
teams. They are:
Head Girls Tariro Chanyau and Olivia Crum
Deputy Head Girls Courtney Hammond and
Nicole Robinson
Committees:
Ball
Jorja Dempster and
Aimee-Leigh Scott
Citizenship
Cailyn Prisk and Helaina
Witten
Cultural
Phoebe Lockett
and Cleo Peck
Design
Bernadine Nash
Environmental
Alvian Cortez and
Sharon Mar
Global Issues
Ashleigh Monsen, Uma
Robinson and Saffron
Simpson-Hana
Health
Stefani Maich-Hall
Honorary Big Sisters
Piper Mortimer and
Lauryn Smith
House Captains:
Bell
Kate Hutchinson and
Keeli Mackereth
Lovelock
Tess Bevis and Jasmin
Fisher-Johnson
Manaia
Natasha Dunn and Kayla
Lear
Mansfield
Rachel Maher and
Brittney Sackfield
Rutherford
Teaghan Kirby and Tove
Petersson
Sheppard
Courtney Crum and
Abbey Venmore
Pasifika Fusion
Teaghan Nathan and
Katy Taualapini
Sport
Hollie Hunt
Also at the whole school assembly we were
thrilled to award Academic and Sporting Colours
as well as Elite Colours to students achieving Excellence on a national level. Elite Academic Colours for more than 100 Excellence credits were
awarded to:
Level Two NCEA: Tess Bevis, Kate Hutchinson,
Lauryn Smith

Level One NCEA: Meegan Soulsby
Elite Academic Colours for having work published in the prestigious publication of ‘ReDraft’ : Mia Venmore, Talia Paul
Elite Sports Colours were awarded:
National Championship winners in Get2Go Adventure Racing: Adyn Dudley, Jemma Petty,
Philippa Croft and Alysha Donovan
Hockey- Casey Rapana
Volleyball – Kelena Roughan
These are all incredible achievements and the
students should feel very proud of their outstandingly high level of achievement.
Our scholarship winners should also feel immensely proud of attaining such a high level of
academic excellence as should their teachers
who have coached and mentored their students
throughout the year. Congratulations to:
Shian Cottam – Design – Ms Maunder and Mr
White
Talia Paul – English – Mrs Jackson and Mrs
Northey
Fern Manning – English – Mrs Jackson and Mrs
Northey
Monique Tobin – English and History – Mrs
Northey and Ms Kuitert
It was a busy start to the year and we were privileged to have ex Head Girl and current Black
Stick, Brooke Neal, to work with students at all
year levels. She reinforced the importance of
keeping a balance in our lives, making sure our
three buckets of body, mind and relationships
were evenly topped up and that “I am enough”.
She gave students some good strategies and resources to use throughout the year. Students in
some whanau classes have asked their teachers
if they can do brief meditation sessions in whanau time and there is an increasing number of
classes doing this. Brooke will be returning in
August for follow-up sessions and will also hold
an evening for parents and caregivers.
Our key areas of focus for this year continue to
be to improve achievement at every level, particularly Maori achievement; working with our
Kāhui Ako (Community of Learning) on our
achievement challenges which are still to be finalized; increasing the level of culturally responsive and relational pedagogy of our teaching
staff; reviewing our curriculum to ensure equity
of access for all students and to develop more

coherent learning pathways in senior school
and to focus on the use of digital technology to
enhance learning, particularly in the junior
school.
Next week is the first of the SPTs (Student,
Parent, Teacher) meetings for all new students
and their parents. These provide a valuable
opportunity for you and your daughter to
spend quality time with your daughter’s whanau teacher to discuss how she has settled
into Whangarei Girls’ High School and how we
can support her to make the most of the year
ahead. There will be a follow up meeting later
in the year which will have a completely different focus.
It was good to see an improved turn out for
House Day last week and great credit must go
to the prefects for their superb organization of
a great day. The strong House spirit was evident and the “Chant-Off” competition was an
impressive way to start. It was still disappointing to see how many students and their
parents saw little value in the day and readily
made excuses not to be here. Again, I implore
you to send your daughter to school on Friday
for the Swimming Sports and encourage her to
take part. She will need to bring a hat and sunscreen is provided. We look forward to another great show of House spirit and competition
on Friday. Invariably, it is participation which is
the key factor in deciding the winning House.
You may have noticed that there has been a
great deal of building work going on throughout the summer break and much of it is nearing an end. The old classrooms have begun
their facelift with new autex and carpet brightening them up considerably; work on the
“leaky” technology block has turned out to be
more extensive than we originally envisaged
and will not be completed until early in Term
2; the new car park will be finished at the end
of this week and the new Student Support facilities for the Guidance Counsellors and Sick
Bay will ready for the beginning of Term 2.
We are very much looking forward to working
with you all this year as we aim to improve the
quality and amount of information on the par-

ent portal, use the school app as a key means of
communication and to keep you well informed of
your daughter’s progress. Please do not hesitate to
contact us if you have any concerns about your
daughter’s education or if she has achieved highly
in an event outside school which we may not know
about – we love to celebrate the success of our
talented students.

Anne Cooper
Principal

Head Girls
2018 is shaping up to be a big year, with many
exciting ambitions and goals in the works. We are
so excited for what this year holds and we are
looking forward to working alongside our amazing
team of prefects to achieve our goals and carry
out our initiatives. We do have a few things on
the agenda this year which are strongly influenced by our personal ambitions and values. We
are fortunate to form a team that collectively
shares such common ground for our main purposes of this year.
As a team, we are really looking to push the importance of students taking opportunities and
challenging themselves to try new things, to learn
and to make the most out of their time at WGHS.
We want to really drive leadership qualities and
experiences this year by creating a student run
programme benefiting 2018’s students as well as
future students of WGHS. Leadership is an aspect
of our school culture that continues to evolve and
as this year’s head girls, we want to play a stronger part in preparing tomorrow’s leading women.
We are very aware of the calibre of our students
and the talent and strengths that already lie within. We want to focus in on those existing qualities
and help students develop their skills and abilities
for future opportunities to come. As the Head Girl
team for 2018 we see our role as that of a mentor
or ‘big sister’ to WGHS students. We want to be
the team girls can come to with questions or for
advice and support. We will encourage students
to make the absolute most out of the opportunities offered and of course the opportunities we

would like to create for them.
Another one of our main focuses this year
to support girls achieving their goals, is promoting mindfulness by creating a space to
practise this unique skill. Mindfulness is a
tool many can credit for their success and it
is so important for maintaining a healthy,
balanced lifestyle as students. After our
mindfulness crash course with Olympic athlete, NZ Black Sticks hockey player and exWGHS Head Girl, Brooke Neal, we have
made this a priority and a large focus of
ours for our year ahead.
In our third week back at school this year,
we leapt right into House Day on the 16th
of February, revamping the annual event to
boost our school spirit. Working with our
House Captains and prefects, we made
House Day a much more successful event in
terms of attendance and enthusiasm and
hope for the same for Swimming Sports.
We aim to make them as exciting as possible to students to uplift the atmosphere on
the day and encourage more involvement
in the teamwork activities.
We are looking forward to working together this year to put our initiatives into action
and achieve our common goals.

Tariro Chanyau
Courtney Hammond

Olivia Crum
Nicole Robinson

English Department Corner
We are thrilled to welcome back our students,
and we are all looking forward to working with
your daughter/s in English this year. Welcome
to our two returning teachers in the department this year: Lauren Clark and Lenna Milton.
Both Lauren and Lenna have returned to us
from maternity leave in 2017, and we are
thrilled to have them back! Overall, the department is delighted with our students’ NCEA external results last year. We have seen a significant increase in the number of Excellence endorsements at Level 3, in addition to steady
numbers of Merit endorsements at Levels 2
and 3. At this time of the year, we would just
like to remind everyone to have a look for any
department text books that might be hiding at
home. We welcome back all texts, no questions
asked. Already, there are several opportunities
for our passionate writers and public speakers
to involve themselves in a range of competitions. We encourage all students to keep a
close ear to the Daily Notices so they can take
up all of these opportunities.

Geography Department
We would like to congratulate all students on
their successful examination results and especially acknowledge the following students
who received Excellence Endorsements in
2017 NCEA external examinations:
Level One:
Lily Hallett-Pullen,
Grace Lammers, Harna McKenzie, Zsofi Norman, Meegan Soulsby and Sarah White
Level Two:
Olivia Crum, Courtney Hammond, Teaghan
Kirby, Tove Petersson, Nicole Robinson, Uma
Robinson, Lauryn Smith and Renee Topp
Level Three:
Shian Cottam and Te Arawa Tumai
Well done, girls.
Mrs Potter
HOD Geography

Nga mihinui,
Marg Northey HOD English

NCEA Results for 2017
Percentage results for 2017, once again, saw us above the National results at all three levels:
Overall
Maori
National
NCEA Level One 76.7
63.4
72.9
NCEA Level Two 79.6
67.4
77.2
Level Three
74.2
62.3
64.2
Our University Entrance results were particularly pleasing:
59.4
47.5
47.1
Of those who achieved at each level, our endorsement percentage levels were very pleasing (60%
at Levels one and two and 45% at Level 3 gaining overall endorsements):
Excellence
Overall
Maori
National
NCEA Level One 19.9
10.2
72.9
NCEA Level Two 17.4
8.6
77.2
Level Three
14.9
10.5
64.2
Merit
Overall
Maori
NCEA Level One 40.3
35.6
NCEA Level Two 42.9
27.6
Level Three
30.4
31.6
The endorsement results for Maori showed improvement at all levels. Particularly pleasing was
Level 3 where in 2016 we gained 23.1 Merits and no Excellences.
We acknowledged all students who gained excellence endorsements at our recent school assembly. Congratulations must also go to those who gained Merit Endorsements also. Well done we are
proud of you all, girls.
Special acknowledgement must also go to our Elite Colours recipients who gained 100 credits at
Excellence level – an outstanding achievement!

Science Corner

Hands-On at Otago is a great opportunity for students entering Year 12 and 13 to experience “Uni
life” as well as develop their passion for science through exploring its vast and continually growing
world. From the 14th to 19th of January, Cailyn Prisk and myself (Lauryn Smith) flew to Dunedin
alongside 400 students who were selected to stay at the University of Otago, to take part in a
range of projects for the week.
My main project was Biochemistry. The programme gave a taste of biochemical research and investigation techniques to examine and measure specific molecules, that are indicators of diet,
health and disease. Throughout the week we solved mysteries of “mixed up” lab samples and carried out restriction analysis of DNA plasmids (used for DNA cloning, identification of diseases etc.).
Finally, we designed and carried out our own experiments, testing metabolites in complex solutions (our own blood). For Cailyn's main project, she chose Genetics. The aim was to give students
an in-depth understanding of genetically modified organisms, cloning, mutations, and forensic
analysis. This included splicing DNA plasmids and inserting new genes of interest into an E.coli cell,
which was then cloned. After the cloning project, it was found that the Lab Technician had been
“murdered”. In order to solve the case, DNA sampling, gel electrophoresis and interrogations
were carried out.
Alongside our main projects, we also were able to get involved in afternoon activities, such as
botany, marine science, law, physiology and neuroscience. There’s a lot more to University and
the world of work than expected so it was really worth exploring all the different kinds of exciting
and new areas of study. Overall, it was an extremely interesting and exciting week, from the projects themselves, to exploring the dynamic student life and meeting passionate and driven peers,
lecturers and researchers.
Congratulations to the following students who gained Excellence endorsements in their Science subjects.:

This year we welcome three new teachers
to the Science department:
Mrs Natasha Hammer has a background
in chemical engineering and joins us after
completing a graduate diploma in teaching at Victoria University.
Mrs Ngaire Hart joins us as part of the
Teach First NZ programme and brings lots
of experience with a background in engineering and a passion for kaitiakitanga
and native bees
Miss Marla Osborne has moved to Whangarei from Auckland. She has a background in tertiary science and teaching.

Level One Science: Michelle Crawford, Kirsten Gardiner,
Olivia Murray, Zsofi Norman, Sarah Powell, Caitlyn Salvigny,
Maia Smith-White, Jorja Swain Niamh Walton, Ellena
Weissmeyer
Level One Chemistry: Greta McClean
Level One Chemistry and Science: Tara Lane, Meegan
Soulsby
Level One Agriculture and Science: Grace Moscrip, Caitlin
Withers
12 Biology: Emily Hook, Ella McKenzie, Ricco Niha, Eva Magrath
12 Chemistry: Teaghan Kirby
12 Physics: Sharon Mar, Piper Mortimer
12 Biology & 12 Chemistry: Kate Hutchinson, Anna Towers
12 Biology, Chemistry & Physics: Lauryn Smith, Cailyn
Prisk
13 Biology: Sarah Barnes, Hiromi Beran, Iona Hayman
13 Physics:Kayla Aylward
13 Chemistry & Physics : Sook Min Teoh

'Kia ora! We are a team of three nurses
and one GP, Dr Cheryl Bollen, from Octane
Youth Health at Whangarei Youth Space. We
provide a comprehensive and free medical service for young people aged 12-24 years. This
means that we are passionate about preserving and encouraging young people's potential
by addressing sexual, mental, physical and social needs. We are based at WGHS three days a
week- our nurses are available from 12:00pm2:00pm on Monday and 10:00am- 12:00pm on
Thursday and our GP is available from 9:00am11:00am on Wednesday. Bookings can be
made by calling us on 021756724 or by seeing
Tamsin Brokenshire at the WGHS Student Support Centre. For more information, please visit
http://whangareiyouthspace.co.nz'

GUIDANCE TEAM
We are pleased to introduce Rini Mataara
who has joined our team as a school
counsellor this year. If you have any concerns and require support please don't
hesitate to contact Tamsin at our Student
Support Centre.

LOCKERS
Lockers are available again this year, $50 per year
plus a refundable $10 bond. If you would like a
locker for 2018, you will need to fill in an online
order form at www.stowawaylockers.co.nz. GET
IN QUICK as they are going fast!

Photos from whole school assembly—7 February 2018

School Calendar
Feb
21
22
23
26
27-28

International Students trip
Yr12 OED trip
The Big Splash
Yr13 OED trip
NSSSA Leaf Cup Cricket

Mar
1
Student Parent Teacher
Interviews-Yr 9s and new students
2-3 International students trip
2-4 NISS Rowing
5-6 Yr12ECS trip
5-9 Yr9PRI trip
6
Yr12 DVC trip
Yr13ARH trip
Asian Friendship Festival
NSSSA Futsal
WGHS Athletic champs
Yr12 OED trip
7
Yr11SCI 03/12ESS trip
Debating
International students trip
Yr13 OED trip
8-9 Yr12ECS course
Get2Go Seniors
NSSSA Touch Senior
10
NSSSA Waka Ama
11
Russell McVeagh debating
12-16 11HOS
12-13 Yr12ECS trip
12-18 Shinwa Junior High School group visit
13
NSSSA Volleyball finals
Yr13 Art history trip
14-15 1st Aid Course
Yr12ESS trip
15
Yr11 OED trip
NSSSA Track and Field

School Early Finishing Time
1.20pm, Thursday 1st March 2018
On 1st March we are holding SPT (Student, Parent, Teacher) interviews from 2.15pm -7.15pm for
all Year 9 and new students, their parents and
whanau. This meeting is aimed at helping our new
students settle quickly into school and build good
relationships between teachers and whanau. The
usual meetings will be at the beginning of Term 3
and will have a slightly different focus this year.
Classes for the whole school will run as normal
for the first four periods, but there will be no
classes after 1.20pm.
Buses will run at the scheduled times. Supervision
will be available for those students who are unable to make alternative arrangements. Please
notify our staff on (09) 430 4460 if you wish us to
make arrangements for supervision of your
daughter.

Updating Student Information
Please remember to let us know if your
contact information changes as letters and
notices are often emailed out to whanau.
To advise the school about a change to your
details simply email office@wghs.school.nz
or phone (09) 430 4460.

Student Parent Teacher Interviews for Year 9 students and all new students to WGHS.

Book interviews online at www.schoolinterviews.co.nz
Event Code: sdn7s
WHANGAREI GIRLS’ HIGH SCHOOL
BANK DETAILS
BNZ Whangarei
02 0492 0354488-00
Please ensure your daughter’s name and year level is included in the details when paying by direct credit.

